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Group's mission to provide resolution
to conflict, help reach common goals

COEUR d'ALENE -- A priest, a rabbi
and an African-American evangelical
reverend stared out at the visitors in
the Human Rights Education Institute,
and said ...

"Amen," a whimsical papier mache art
exhibit called "Three Men of God,"
which depicts the freedom of thought,
conscience and religion, was one of 30
pieces at the HREI's grand opening
Saturday.

Artist Judy Minter created "Amen," " fiabh

which represents articles 1 and 18 of  ~LRISTI WILHELM/Press
the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights: All human beings are born
free and equal, and everyone has the
freedom to change his religion or
belief either alone or a community.

North Idaho College graphic design instructor Stan Knight, left, and students
Maxine Whiteside, center, and Jessica Becker toured the grand opening of
the Human Rights Education Institute Saturday.

Also unveiled was a 13,000-pound, 16-foot granite monument outside the renovated center. It was included in a $1
million pledge to the institute by human rights leader Gregory Carr.

Engraved on the monument is the preamble of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights that was penned by Eleanor
Roosevelt and proclaimed by the General Assembly of the United Nations on Dec. 10, 1948.

The monument was installed by crane Nov. 29.
Coeur d'Alene is now on the map for the right reasons, said Mayor Sandi Bloem.

"We're here to provide and create human rights awareness," said KJ Torgerson, acting executive director of the
institute.

Prior to unwrapping the monument, about 170 toured the institute where the art, each crafted to represent one of the
30 articles of the universal declaration, were displayed.

The articles and art speak of human dignity, equal rights and freedoms, including asylum from persecution, the right
to life and the spirit of brotherhood.

Torgerson said that not many people are familiar with the rights. Our mission, she added, is to provide a facility for
that awareness.

HREI's mission is to provide resolution to conflict and reach common goals.



Artist Renee Bourque, a nonprofit development consultant, traveled to Kenya and Ethiopia and brought back 15
photos of a "forgotten people” who walk four miles to get water, which is usually contaminated.

Bourque's series, "The Hardship Zone," depicts accurately the hardships and famine thousands of people experience
daily.

"The life expectancy is 47, the maternal mortality rate is 25 percent, 50 percent of children under the age of 5 die and
700 people every day from AIDS in Ethiopia,"” said Bourque, whose use of article 25 best describes her mission for
human rights.

It reads: Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the health and well-being of himself and of his
family, including food, clothing, housing, medical care and necessary social services.

A conceptual design for an add-on and expansion of the existing building was also shown and described by architects
Scott Cranston and Dell Hatch. The institute is located near the City Park in a warehouse, which was built in 1904 and
used to hold train batteries.

One of the design's key features and goals is that it become a gateway to Coeur d'Alene.

Future plans for the institute include a more contemporary look with a lobby, reception area, gallery, cafe and a
community gathering place, a gift shop and resource center, a computer lab, and outdoor spaces with more green
space to bring outsiders in.

Some future programs include a guest-speaker series called Democracy Enterprises in March and April, World-Dollar
Day and Art on the Edge, a summer day camp for aspiring young artists.

Torgerson said various forums, including anti-bullying and anti-hate campaigns, are also planned.

Rebecca Bujko and David Gardner, both students in Priest River, said even though the school does not have an
organized human rights club, most students have become more aware of human rights because of a new teacher who
is passionate about it.

"No matter how aware people are, they need to know that civil rights need to exist more than they do." Gardner said.
Now that the HREI has the building, the sky is the limit, Torgerson said.

"We're relying on the public to ask us for help."



